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Origin of the Bansenso
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History and Background

MATSUI Denzaburo (1870-1920) and Kunigoro (1875-1945)
ran a trading company in Manila, Philippines, where they
also ran a department store targeting Japanese immigrants,
managing to make a fortune as brothers. The former
MATSUI residence was originally planned to be built by
Denzaburo as a vacation home in Ozu, his hometown, which
was completed by Kunigoro in 1926 to continue his legacy.
The residence is located on a hill with an excellent view of
Garyu, acknowledged for its upmost beauty spot from the
Hiji-kawa River, and more rich natural sceneries such as the
Tomisu-yama and Kame-yama Mountains. As tropical
timber imported from Southeast Asia is utilized for the
building, international features can be seen here and there
reflecting the characteristics of the owner who ran a trading
business, for example a balcony that is rare in Japanese
architecture at the time and the onigawara roof-tile that has
Kunigoro’s initial “K.M” designed onto it.

The residence was also known as “Bansenso” (standing for
bedrock-fountain-villa), as it utilized water that soaked out
of the rocks on the hill behind.
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317, Yunoki, Ozu City, Ehime Prefecture 795-0011

B JRFIFRMERASHETHISS W ARLICH 5 HTHI455)

B EEES: TEDCER2BEEY ) 72013 TRINE OB I ) 2ZFIAZI W,
B 5-min by car from JR lyo Ozu Station M 45-min by car from Matsuyama I.C.
B Parking: “the 2nd visitor parking lot” or “Ozu Machi-no-Eki, Asamoya”.

L 4 EE%:H%':FE'? Hours
AM 9 . OO ~ PM 5 . 00 AR R Open Year Round

‘ E}%%*ﬂ'@ Admission
KA (aduto +++ ¥550 / 7B (chita) -+ ¥220

BUCERNINMITARF 7o bR AL ZI 0,

Please purchase the entrance ticket at the tourist information.
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TEL 0893-57-6655
A
0893-57-6655 (Ozu tourist information center)

Bansenso

649-1, Ozu, Ozu City, Ehime Prefecture 795-0012

Bansenso

Tangible Cultural
Property
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Appearance / Stonework
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The gorgeous appearance of the three-story wooden structure that seems as if it
is protruding from a steep hill, has been a representative landmark of the region
since its construction, which is still valued as a part of the scenic formation of the
city. The stonework is done uniquely as stones from the local region has been cut

out and piled into an X-shape. The design is well considered to integrate its
appearance to the main house.
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The Monument of a Lion
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A New-Yanase ware monument of a lion is placed in the front garden. New-Yanase

ware is a style of pottery that revived the Yanase ware from the mid-Edo era by a
small group of enthusiasts in 1921.
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Exhibition Room

Hallway :
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Ipil is a type of tropical wood that is sometimes referred to as “the pacific ironwood”
due to its weight and sturdiness. The hallway is comprised of 20 enormous boards
of this heavy, hard wood (2.5mx1.0m each) with a careful finish. The wooden floor is
the red carpet that leads the customers to its zashiki (tatami-room), kyakuma
(guestroom) and chashitsu (tearoom). The traffic for customers and daily life is

clearly distinguished, where floorboards are narrower for areas not intended for
guests, in comparison to the continuing boards of tropical wood.
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The 1st Floor Zashiki : Tatami-Room

B FK I I SO B T TS N7 HRAE - B
B - AT B AL B 0, R T 0 753 5 HERG 7 KE B D o FE RS
IR OB ERI B DR EL TS,

The 1st floor zashiki shows a high-class traditional style of shoin-zukuri, as can be
seen by its high ceiling and osa-ranma transom panel, as well as the simple-but-sol-
emn zashikikazari decorations with knot-free hinoki-cypress finished with black
lacquer, used for the tokogamachi board, chigaidana shelves and tsukeshoin table.

R YE R PIFT
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Chashitsu: Tearoom / Dressing Room
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From the use of woven slide screens, tokobashira pillar with a Japanese red
pine bark and old boat planks, sophisticated workmanship are present. The
residence is considerate for women (allowing them to prepare themselves
before appearing in front of their guests after bathing), which was still
uncommon in the Taisho era.
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Horizontal Well
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The well is over 50m deep, where it has a system that water from the end of the well
flows into the water tank in the kitchen. This was established to secure domestic
water use in the Taisho period, when water supply was not yet installed in the area.
It is predicted that Bansenso was able to be built because this water was secured.



