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Ozu as a Castle Town.
A brief introduction of its urban shape

The river became pivotal in its urban and economic expansion.

Two specific moments were key in the consolidation of Ozu.

Diego Cosa Fernandez [ 4@* e B\

General Incorporated Association f i S | % ,,\ q S g ‘
Architecture and Culture Research Dapartment Director R | |
i S .
I \ : . .‘ i. j/ d:
4 - : : -;',.’ i e Jl}@:«- g
— . . ; i o B : o e,
Todo Takatora (1556-1630) is believed to be e, N :

. . /e _!‘f ;_ P ‘,f A R MR ‘-il,'
responsible of outlying a clear urban fabric L e o b
where warriors’ abodes (bukeyashiki) i | Shagan Y0 T R
organically framed the edges of the city, A o 1

W A I R B ®
enclosing -together with the river- the castle 2 L |
. ' "‘:'; 4 o ] .— X ‘ l "‘_9‘ ‘\| T
mound and a Cartesian core reserved for the el O ¢ T TR NG
merchant classes. S | o | N
% l i.‘.r.:--‘
‘3 . 4 v e
Map of Ozu Castle Town (1644) 1° year of Shoho era. Light green area denotes =7 2 7 _":__‘ : 1. B *' "_" rin
warrior quarters. Source: National Archives of Japan . 5 N % ',:
) o i : AT 4
30



The last decades of the Tokugawa shogunate (1606-1868) saw the emergence of wax and
silk industries in the region, complementing an already healthy Japanese paper
production. Significant social transformations and the opening of international markets
in early Meiji period (1868-1912) enhanced production and stimulated liberalization. It
was at this stage that merchants turned industrialists bought former samurai land and
built large factories.

The Hiji River played a fundamental role in this development, smoothly delivering
goods to free-trade ports of Kobe or Yokohama. From there, highly regarded silk
fabrics and natural wax cosmetics or candles reached the confines of the world.

L= 2R A~ # (L 8 2

B <

it A e A e

Scenes of Ozu at the turn of the 20 century.
Industrial activity in the vicinity of the Hiji River can be clearly perceived. Source: Mise Archive.
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