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THE NEW BRIDGE

It was a great honour and also wi interesting for me to be
invited to the opening ceremony of N Bridge on 19th March.
Congratulations to everybody concerned on this beautiful and useful
construction.

Three things were especially interesting to me. First, the
Shinto ceremony: I thought the sound of the special bamboo instrument
and the flute were fascinating. 1 1like the idea of continuing
traditiconal cereaonies even in these modern times. The white garments
of the priests, the fresh branches of the trees and white paper
decorations combined with the gleaming steel and concrete of the new
hridq‘c}‘j?m to s“haj:.ze Japan in 1988—-the mixing nf“tht old and the
new. That's wvhe o oma hagpg fo mu He Hos gonsrbios L b eramn
M leridpe e i . e Peamde 700

Secondly, the dragon dance was most impressive. I was amized &t
the skill of the performers, as they often changed places inside t |
dragon. The dragon seemed to be truly alive! The primarywScheol
atudents alse performed extremely well. I like te see young peopls
and old people co-operating like this, to provide entertainment for
everybody else. I shall never forget this dramatic performance and)
the sound of the drum.

Thirdly, I wvery much enjoyed throwing a big rice-cake from the
bridge to all the people below. It was wonderful to see them all
looking up at =e and smiling and laughing. It was also grear fun
throwing lots of small pink and white rice-cakes to the village
people. I hope they enjoyed eating them afterwards!

Since I first came to Hijikawa fifteen years ago, I have been
greatly impressed with the progress and develcpment of the town-—new
roads, new houses, new schools, a new souvenir centre, and of course
new bridges. It is important not only to develop big cities, but also
the country towns must develop too: and I think living in a country
town is much, much better than living in a big city. The people of
the countryside are much more friendly, and the air is fresh and
healthy. All round we can see tree-covered mountains, rivers and
green fields. The scenery of Ehime-ken is especially beautiful, I
think, and in Ehime, Kita-gun {s the best, and in Kita-gun, Hijikawa
is the besat of all! Everybody is se kind and cpen-hearted, and of all
places in Japan I like this town best.

Let us continue to build bridges for the future--not only
bridges across rivers and from island to island, but bridges from
country to country and from peoples to peoples; and most of all,
bridges from heart to heart.

Thank you, everybody, for & wonderful time., and again,
congratulations!
Gavin Bantock
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